Dear Mr Punjya, 

Thank you for offering me this extraordinary opportunity of volunteering for your organisation, and considering my application. My motivations for pursuing this chance are numerous. Primarily, I am very excited at the idea of working with a range of ages that have learning difficulties. I hope this will give me an insight into what may be a future career. With members of my own family having similar learning difficulties and other disabilities I have had some experience of this kind of work. I have also done some work experience in a nursery and also had the chance to work with children and adults with disabilities in both a drama school I attend and at work, which I found a rewarding experience. I have a real interest in creative arts, and am strongly encouraging young people to be creative with Art and to help them believe that anything is possible. I have had some experience using art outside of college and work at various playschemes and organisations including various youth programmes. I am very interested in literature and different cultures, as well as cookery and various other creative activities.

After this course, I hope to study Art and different cultures at University, so the possibility of learning basic Cantonese has enormous appeal, especially as I hope to begin Japanese lessons as an out of school activity. Although I am aware the languages are not directly linked, I feel that gaining knowledge of a language so different from those which I already know will undoubtedly aid my understanding of your culture and my knowledge of a world that is so different from my own. One of my main motivations for studying languages is my desire to travel. This desire is inherently linked to my interest in different cultures and customs and because of this; I am always far more interested in integrating myself into a foreign way of life than travelling to new places under the guise of a tourist. I have never visited China, so if given the chance I feel I can learn a lot from this. I also hope that this trip will give an insight to a culture of delicate tradition and a strong set of believes that I hope to explore further.

I believe that one of the greatest skills that anyone can gain is independence, and would find helping to encourage students to lead independent lives immensely rewarding. Although most of my relevant experience is with children and I appreciate there will be differences involved, I am quick and willing to learn and not afraid to admit my uncertainties, so I feel I would adjust to working in this environment very quickly and to the best of my ability. I also have patience and dedication, which I believe are another two important attributes when dealing with any vulnerable person. I am already independent in some forms, so I know I can comfortably fend for myself and am unlikely to suffer from homesickness. I am a generally smiley, optimistic person, and I hope that this attitude will help me overcome the challenges I would meet during this experience.

I look forward to hearing from you soon and thank you once more for this ‘ once in a lifetime’ opportunity

Yours Sincerely 

Laura Hodgetts

Dear Mr Punjya,


Thank you once again for offering me the opportunity of volunteering for your organisation and considering my application.  I have many different reasons for following up this opportunity. The main reason is, however, that I have a cousin with a form of autism and I want to be able to work capably and efficiently with disabled people.


When I did my work experience with the school, I went to an office, so my skill with computers has been improved, but I missed the chance to go to a special needs school.  Since I wish to be a teacher in the future, I feel this experience will benefit me greatly.  I have an interest in creative arts therapy and I believe it is one of the most effective ways to encourage teamwork.  I am interested in art and music, I play the clarinet in the school band and am involved cookery and other creative activities.


Although I appreciate the main language spoken in Hong Kong is Cantonese, and I am not able to speak it, I do hope that being in the city will help me build my communication skills. I am far more interested in trying to learn a new language, than travelling to new places as a tourist.


I believe the greatest skill anyone can gain is independence and I would find helping students to lead independent lives very rewarding.  Although most of my relevant experience is with children and I appreciate there will be differences involved, I am willing to lean and am not afraid to admit my doubts, so I feel I would adjust to working in this kind of environment very quickly.  Through looking after my younger cousins, I have leaned to be patient and dedicated, which I believe are two of the most important qualities when dealing with any vulnerable person.


Though I still live with my parents, I am quite capable of fending for myself and have not been homesick on the many trips I have made with the school.  I am a generally upbeat person, and I take every opportunity to have fun and laugh, so I feel this attitude will help me overcome the challenges I would meet during this experience.  


I believe I could enhance the school greatly, by offering a different take on life, and generally with my upbeat personality.

I look forward to hearing from you soon and thank you once more for this amazing opportunity.

Yours sincerely,

Rebecca Williams

